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   Such as:  
 
      Con- in conserve     -serve- in conservative    -tion in conservation 
 
 
      Mal-  in malnutrition     -nutri- in nutrient    -tious in nutritious
 
 
      bene- in benefit     -fic- in beneficial    -ent in beneficent
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 2 Short Vowels:  CVCC band went itch 201 
 3 Long Vowels:  CV & CVe go nice tube 301 
 4 Long Vowels:  CVVC raid seem roam 401 
 5 -R & W- controls car cart ward 501 
 6 Basic Suffixes batter battle dreadful 601 
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A Few Observations 
If it is true as the experts1 tell us that phonics need only be taught in the first two grades, 

then third graders should have no trouble with the words that end -cial or -tial as in special 
and essential.  Yet, only 5% could correctly spell special.  And only 2% could correctly spell 
essential.  Obviously, something is wrong.  And if it is true that students don’t spell as well 
today as the students did when the New Iowa Spelling Scale2 was written, something is 
seriously wrong with our spelling curriculum or how spelling is—or is not—taught.  
Mostly, is not.  As nearly every spelling program is based upon the same word frequency 
studies as the New Iowa Spelling Scale we can estimate quite accurately the number of 
ending -cial or tial (such as crucial,  specialties, and essentials) that occur in traditional 
spelling texts from grades 2 through 8.  Of the over 116 possible, only 11 of these words 
regularly occur.   
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